Hampshire Trans Network Child Safeguarding Policy Statement

We endeavour to support young people who are a part of our network. Our safeguarding policy outlines the protective steps and actions regarding safeguarding. We give equal priority to keeping all individuals safe, regardless of their age, disability, gender identity, race, ethnicity, religion, belief, and/or sexual orientation.

Our policy has been developed following KCSIE, NSPCC and Hampshire County guidelines. 
We engage in the following 6 stages, outlined by the NSPCC, to ensure a robust safeguarded network.

Stage 1: Asses the risks
We consider the safety of our physical, online and occasional spaces. Before our events we ascertain the risk of the space and make adjustments to mitigate risk.

Stage 2: Identify roles and responsibilities
Robin Melvin (they/them) is the Designated Safeguarding Lead for children and adults. Robin has undergone safeguarding training with TES and continues to develop their skills in this area. We also have Alora Davies (they/she) who is a Welfare Officer, who supports young people with emotional needs.
Robin is the lead contact responsible for safeguarding policies and procedures, training and development, receiving concerns about children and young people, and reporting, storing and retaining child protection records.

Stage 3: Get support
Our team recognises the importance of safeguarding and are engaging in education to strengthen their knowledge.
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/safeguarding-young-adults-16-to-25-year-olds 

Stage 4: Policies and procedures
We have a safeguarding policy statement clarifying our commitment and action towards keeping children safe. Our procedures are detailed over-leaf. 

Stage 5: Codes of behaviour
We expect our team members to appropriately behave with children, and provide volunteers with NSPCC guidance on appropriate behaviour with young people.
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/training/safeguarding-young-adults-16-to-25-year-olds 

Stage 6: Recruiting the right people
We have regular contact with our volunteers and we conversations before they come on board with our team. We have members on our team work who work in schools, who are aware of warning signs of people who may be intending to cause harm. Volunteers and young people are aware they can raise concerns about anyone in the organisation.

Please read our safeguarding procedure for information regarding flagging concerns.

Contact Robin Melvin (they/them) for more details, or to report a concern- hampshiretransnetwork@outlook.com 
Please contact Robin Melvin (they/them) or Alora Davies (they/she) for support regarding wellbeing- hampshiretransnetwork@outlook.com
For immediate help please use helplines or emergency services:
Childline- 0800 1111
Mermaids- 0808 801 0400
